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ñAll this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through 
Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation.ò ï 2 Co-
rinthians 5:18 
 
From the Pastor 
 
Dear Friends in Christ,  
 

Reconciliation is Godôs gift at Easter.  During these weeks leading up it, Iôve 
appreciated anew the songs we have been singing in worship from Taiz®, a 
community for whom reconciliation is central.  They have called us, for exam-
ple, to remember baptism as a watershed moment of reconciliation in our 
lives: Let all who are thirsty come.  Let all who wish receive the water of life 
freely.  Amen, come Lord Jesus.ò  They have pointed to Christôs presence 
that sustains our faith: Eat this bread, drink this cup, come to me and never 
be hungry. Eat this bread, drink this cup, trust in me and you will not thirst. 
 
A brief history of Taiz®, drawn from a resource I obtained when I visited a few 
years ago, reveals the ongoing need for the reconciliation Christ gives and 
how Taiz® ï through its songs and actions ï remains an inspiring example of 
how the church is called to participate in the ministry of reconciliation.  
 
+ In 1940, the founder of the Taiz® community, Brother Roger, was 25 and 
World War II was tearing humanity apart. For several years, he had been 
carrying within him the idea of a community where it would be possible to be 
reconciled again and again, every day. While he was looking for a house, he 
arrived in the town of Cluny in France, and he found one in the nearby village 
of Taiz®. Taiz® was a few kilometers from the demarcation line, which at that 
time divided France in two. In the house, he hid political refugees, especially 
Jews, and he remained in Taiz® from 1940 to 1942. On his own, he prayed 
three times a day in a tiny oratory, just as the community would do later.  
 
Ubi caritas et amor, ubi caritas Deus ibi est.  
(Where true charity and love abide, God is dwelling there.) 
 
+ The first brothers joined him in 1944, and several of them made lifetime 
monastic commitments in 1949. As the years passed, the brothers increased 
in number. While the first brothers were Protestant, little by little, Catholic 
brothers were able to join too. Today there are brothers from some twenty-
five different countries and from every continent. By its very existence, the 
community is a sign of reconciliation among divided Christians and among 
separated peoples. It seeks to be a ñparable of communion,ò a place where 
people seek to be reconciled every day. The village is also home to three 
groups of Catholic nuns, who assist in the ministry of hospitality to pilgrims. 
 
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. 
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. 
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+ Although reconciliation between Christians is at the heart of Taiz®ôs voca-
tion, this has never been seen as an end in itself. The hope is that Christians 
might be a leaven of reconciliation between people, of trust among nations, 
and of peace on earth. Starting in the 1950s, some brothers began living out-
side of Taiz® to be witnesses of peace alongside those who are suffering. 
Today, small groups of brothers are living in poor areas of North and South 
America, Asia and Africa.   
 
Lord, listen to your children praying.  Lord, send your Spirit in this place. 
Send us love, send us powôr, send us grace. (Ken Medema, American) 
 
+ Since the 1960s young people have started going to Taiz® in greater num-
bers.  Hundreds of thousands of young people from all over the world have 
spent time on the hill of Taiz® looking for meaning in life and preparing to 
take on responsibilities in the places where they live.  Songs in the Taiz® tra-
dition give voice to our prayers today for a world that continues to suffer from 
estrangement, division, and brokenness ï prayers for new life and healing, 
prayers for our own lives to reflect Godôs justice and love.   
 
Take, oh, take me as I am. Summon out what I shall be. 
Set your seal upon my heart and live in me.  (Iona Community, Scotland) 
 
We are all in the process of becoming, personally and collectively.  What will 
Easterôs gift of Godôs reconciliation mean for us?  How will it shape our minis-
try of reconciliation in relationship with one another and all creation?   
 
This month, Iôm thankful for opportunities to deepen our participation in Godôs 
reconciling love: 
+ Reflecting on the ñMarks of the Churchò in our final Lenten evening, Apr 5 
+ Gathering for our parish conversation after worship Palm Sunday, Apr 9 
+ Journeying with Jesus in the Three Days ï Maundy Thursday, Good Friday 
and Holy Saturday, Apr 13-15 
+ Serving breakfast for and with our Hillside neighbors Apr 22 and supper for 
the Chum Drop-In Center, Apr 27 
+ Engaging Youth Homelessness with leaders from Lutheran Social Services 
of Minnesota, Apr 23 
+ Walking in solidarity with the Climate March, Apr 29. 
 
In the death and resurrection of Christ, Paul writes, ñGod was reconciling the 
world to himselfò (2 Cor. 5:19).  May the reconciling love of Christ into which 
we are baptized equip our lives and our ministry anew this season.  Bless the 
Lord, my soul, and bless Godôs holy name.  Bless the Lord, my soul, who 
leads me into life.  
 
See you in worship!   
+ Pastor David Carlson 

2 ~ Neil Weberg 
3 ~ Amanda Pokorny 
3 ~ Lisa Rogers 
6 ~ Rick Troy 

6 ~ Hayley Erickson 
12 ~ Gloria Oja 
14 ~ Ruth Bakke 

15 ~ Madeline Lindemann-
Hegberg 

19 ~ Cassie Johnson 
20 ~ Ainsley Aaseng 
17 ~ Tim Jorgensen 

19 ~ Cassie Johnson 
20 ~ Ainsley Aaseng 
20 ~ Katie Carlson 
20 ~ Bev Pehkonen 
21 ~ Joey Peterson 
23~ LaRayne Malone 
25 ~ Brita Dahlquist 
28 ~ Lori Ruzich 

28 ~ Russell Wikblad 
30 ~ Austin Wimer 
30 ~ Donna Gerdes 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
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Maundy Thursday Servers 
Reader: Marlaine Willms 
Ushers: Duane & Alison Stucke 
Organist:  Mary Garmer 
Altar Guild: Linda, Alison,  
Karen B., Ruth W.,  Esmeralda, 
Susan A., Marlaine. 
 
Good Friday Servers 
Assisting: Cassie Borges 
Readers: Barb R., Chelsea F., 
Cassie B., John M., Daphne A., 
Sue A.,  & Karen B.,  
Usher: Sue Anderson 
Organist: Stan Wold 
Altar Guild: Barb R., & Linda K. 
 

 
 
 
Easter Vigil Servers 
Assisting: Chelsea Froemke 
Reader: Bob K., Kristen H., Patti 
M., & Duane S., 
Ushers: Duane Stucke & John 
McDonald 
Organist: Mary Garmer 
Altar Guild: Barb R., Linda, Cas-
sie, Carol K., Alison, Duane, Ruth 
W., Marlaine. 

LIFE LANDMARKS 
Funeral 
Conrad Nelson, March 18 
Harriet Starkey, March 25 

MOVING FORWARD ï  A Moving Forward Committee member will be 
available after worship downstairs with the current schematic drawings 
and subcommittee structure to respond to questions and receive addi-
tional input.  Thank you for your continued input and prayers through-
out this process. 


