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I will light candles this Christmas; 
Candles of joy despite all sadness; 
Candles of hope where despair keeps watch, 
Candles of courage for fears ever present; 
 

Candles of peace for tempest-tossed days, 
Candles of grace to ease heavy burdens, 
Candles of love to inspire all my living, 
Candles that will burn all year long. 
 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 
When the star in the sky is gone, 
When the kings and princes are home, 
When the shepherds are back with their flock, 
The work of Christmas begins: 
To find the lost, 
To heal the broken, 
To feed the hungry, 
To release the prisoner, 
To rebuild the nations, 
To bring peace among others, 
To make music in the heart.    
 

     ï Howard Thurman, theologian 
      
 
From the Pastor 
 
Dear friends in Christ, 
 
This poem was shared at our worship and music committee meeting last 
month, a gift for reflection on the season and the year ahead.  ñThe work of 
Christmasò is something God does through his Son and continues to do today 
through the body of Christ, by the power of the Holy Spirit.   
 
Later this month, we will hear in worship the source of Thurmanôs inspiration 
in Jesusô own words, when he comes to his hometown and reads from the 
prophet Isaiah: ñThe Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed 
me to bring good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim release to 
the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to 
proclaim the year of the Lordôs favorò (Luke 4:18-19; Isaiah 61:1-2). 
 
Epiphany is a season of light, emerging small at first through the birth of the 
Christ Child in Bethlehem and through a star that guides magi from other na-
tionalities to worship him, and culminating in the dazzling light of our Lordôs 
transfiguration.  Like the meaning of the word, Epiphany is also a season of 
ñahaò moments.  As the light grows so also does awareness of who Jesus is, 
how Godôs purposes are revealed in his teaching and healing, and therefore 
how God is at work in the world despite sadness, despair, darkness and fear. 
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Some see Jesusô quotation as his personal mission statement.  Indeed, when 
he sits down after reading from the scroll of Isaiah, he says to the people, 
ñToday this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearingò (Luke 4:21).  Jesus 
identifies with the ñmeò Isaiah wrote about the Spirit anointing and sending 
with certain emphases for ministry.  And as Jesus own ministry unfolds, we 
see those very emphases: lifting the poor, the lost, the broken, the blind, the 
hungry, the captive, and the oppressed with Godôs love. 
 
What a helpful reminder to us at the beginning of a year when we are plan-
ning to relocate our ministry to the Hillside neighborhood, that these same 
emphases also characterize the ministry of those whom Jesus calls to follow 
him.  I see these emphases in: 
 

+ Our mission statement, ñEmpowered by Christôs love, Gloria Dei reaches 
out as an inclusive, welcoming church, through worship and social action,ò a 
statement that is referenced at each Moving Forward committee meeting.   
 

+ Our vision statement, which contains this section: ñOur social action is root-
ed in Godôs justice and compassion, caring for local and global neighbors 
with courage, dignity, and attention to the whole person.ò 
 

+ The booklet we use in new member classes, Baptized We Live by Lutheran 
pastor Dan Erlander, who refers to the same scene of Jesus reading from 
Isaiah in his section on discipleship as ña way of followingò Jesus in a minis-
try that includes ñdedication to human liberationò and ñsolidarityò with the pain 
of the world.   
 

+ The book our council has read this past year, The Cross in Our Context by 
Canadian theologian Douglas John Hall, who in the chapter we discussed 
last month writes: ñDiscipleship of the crucified Christ is characterized by a 
faith that drives its adherents into the world with a relentlessness and a dar-
ing they could not manage on the basis of human volition aloneò (p. 183) ï 
that is, faithful ministry is only possible through the Holy Spirit.  
 
Iôm thankful for several opportunities this month to grow more deeply in iden-
tity and mission, through the calling and sending of the same Spirit: 
+ Baptism of Our Lord, Jan 13 ï giving thanks for the gift of baptism  
+ New bible study on the prophet Isaiah, Jan 16 & 23 
+ Bishopôs Convocation on Mental Health, Jan 19 ï open to all (see p. 7) 
+ Neighborhood Breakfast, Jan 26 
+ Annual Meeting, Jan 27  
+ Throughout the month, the Long Range Planning Team encourages you to 
find yourself on our citywide map, check your entry in the church directory, 
and wear your nametag to cultivate parish relationships. 
 
My family and I thank God for the light you reflect in our lives, and for a very 
worshipful season.  We look forward to our shared ministry in the New Year! 
 
See you in worship!   
+ Pastor David Carlson  

1 ~ Per Amundson 
3 ~ Scott Komarek 
3 ~ Wesley Rowe 
4 ~ Drew Anderson 
4 ~ Charles Ralph 
5 ~ Thomas Aitken 
5 ~ Paul Steklenksi 
8 ~ Asher Hensel 
11 ~ Sandi Johnson 
11 ~ Gary Olson 
14 ~ Lloyd Curtis 

14 ~ Colleen Martin 
14 ~ Paul Uecker 
17 ~ Amanda Switzer 
19 ~ Tim Raun 

25 ~ Oscar Velez Crane 
26 ~ Connie Anderson 
28 ~ Robert Asleson 
29 ~ Myrna Matheson 
29 ~ Tom Uecker 
29 ~ Sam Winesett 
30 ~ Jean Starkey 

JANUARY  BIRTHDAYS 

Page  15 

JANUARY 2019 EARTH STEWARDSHIP TIPS 

�x�� Corporate farming is humorously said to be 
the miracle of turning crude oil into food.  It 
inefficiently takes about 10 calories of 
crude oil in the form of fuel, synthetic ferti-
lizers and pesticides to produce one calorie 
of food energy in our diet. It also produces 
one fifth of the greenhouse gases. 

�x�� Plowing farm land may look like a great 
way to get plant material back into the soil. 
But when the soil is exposed to the air the 
life within it decays quickly and carbon is emitted. Professor Rat-
tan Lal estimates that at least 50 percent of the carbon in the 
earthôs soils has been released into the atmosphere over the past 
centuries. 

�x�� Regenerative agriculture techniques - a new approach - brings 
carbon back into the soil.  More carbon stored in soil organic mat-
ter means microbial life proliferates, soil texture improves, roots go 
deeper, nutrient uptake is enhanced, water retention increases, 
plants are more pest resistant, and little or no fertilizers are neces-
sary.  (But petroleum/chemical companies will lose money.) 

�x�� If youôve never heard about regenerative agriculture and land use 
practices to naturally sequester a critical mass of CO2 in the soil 
and forests, youôre not alone.  A well-kept secret in the world to-
day is that global warming and the climate crisis have roots in inef-
ficient corporate farming. 


