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A HISTORY OF GLORIA DEI IN OBJECTS 

In celebration of our 150
th
 anniversary, weôre planning a 

creative way to tell our historyðthrough photos/objects and 
text. Examples might be: the Santa Lucia Crown of Lights 
as illustrative of our Swedish heritage, a drum from Tanza-
nia as illustrative of our global partnerships, Per Wick-
stromôs fish fillet knife as illustrative of our annual fishing 
trips and Lake Superior Sunday. 

Soðthink and talk about ideas, look around at church and 
note things that say ñGloria Deiò to you, and use this form to 
ñnominateò objects and/or events/ministries to be included 
in a book/let form, on social media, as part of displays at 
anniversary celebrations. (You can list more than one.) Re-
turn to the church office. 

I NOMINATE (name object or event/ministry) 

1.______________________________________________ 

What does this say about Gloria Dei? 

 

 

 

2.______________________________________________ 

What does this say about Gloria Dei? 

 

 

 

3.______________________________________________ 

What does this say about Gloria Dei? 
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O God, you have promised through your Son to be with your 
church forever. We give you thanks for those who founded this 
community of believers and for the signs of your presence in our 
congregation. Increase in us the spirit of faith and love, and make 
our fellowship an example to all believers and to all nations. We 
pray through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  
  ï Sundays & Seasons, Anniversary of a Congregation 
 
From the Pastor 
 
Dear friends in Christ, 
 
In case you missed it, I invite you to look on the front cover of this issue of the 
Dei by Day, just above the image of our building.  It says: ñ150 years in minis-
try 1870-2020.ò  Each January that number changes, and this month it signals 
a special moment in time that we will celebrate throughout the year: Gloria 
Deiôs sesquicentennial.  The significant dates to keep in mind are September 
26, when our first members signed the founding charter, and November 6, 
when the congregation was officially organized, in 1870.  We will hear more 
about anniversary events being planned on or near those dates at the annual 
meeting on January 26.   
 
God has been busy at Gloria Dei!  For one and a half centuries God has gath-
ered this congregation around Word and Sacrament and through it reached 
out with the love of Jesus Christ to the community of Duluth, the Twin Ports, 
and beyond.  Think of all the baptisms, confirmations, weddings, and funerals 
through which Godôs presence and promises were affirmed.  Think of the dif-
ferent pastors and other staff members who have served the congregation 
over the years, the council members and ministry leaders God has raised up 
in areas of worship and music, womenôs and menôs groups, youth and disci-
pleship, evangelism and outreach, property and construction, stewardship 
and welcoming, hospitality, service, and justice.   
 
Think also of tangible things that are reflections of such ministry over 15 dec-
ades: Bibles in Swedish at first and King James English, then Revised Stand-
ard and New Revised Standard Versions, the Good News Bible, and Eugene 
Petersonôs The Message.  Hymnals reminiscent of different eras ï black, red, 
green, blue, multicolored, and cranberry.  Communion wine and wafers, 
grape juice and gluten-free options, chalices and patens, paraments, ban-
ners, and vestments, altar and baptismal furniture, artwork and crosses.  In-
struments and sheet music, choral books, African drums, and guitar amps, 
radio broadcast equipment, mics and sound boards.  Childrenôs bibles and 
coloring pages, crayons and markers, construction paper and glue, cotton ball 
sheep, play dough and Godôs eyes made of yarn and craft sticks.  Rainbow 
flag window clings, electric breakfast griddles and coffee urns, fair trade tea 
and chocolate, compost and recycling bins, rain barrels and garden tools, 
blood pressure kits, mops and brooms and vacuums, mimeograph and copy 
machines, computers, Wi-Fi routers, quilts, and snow shovels.  
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This past summer, friends staying with us brought a paperback gift: A History 
of the World in 100 Objects written by the Director of the British Museum, 
Neil MacGregor.  Originally a series of broadcasts on BBC Radio, the chap-
ters focus on each of the bookôs 100 objects, chosen by colleagues from the 
museum with descriptions by experts and commentators from all over the 
world.  In their selection, the organizers wanted objects that covered the 
globe, addressed as many aspects of human experience as possible, and 
included items from everyday life as well as great works of art.   
 
Around the same time, our Anniversary Committee had some initial meetings 
and this book inspired me in conversation with Karen Bockelman to think of 
telling A History of Gloria Dei through a certain number of objects.  Some 
might come to mind through the tangible things/categories just mentioned. 
Some may point to past events or current ministries.  What object(s) would 
you include?  (See the nomination form on p. 16.)   
 
As Gloria Deiôs Warming Center began operating last month on frigid nights, 
we experienced an outpouring from the community.  And much of the support 
was through gifts of objects: blankets and hygiene items, hats and gloves, 
sleeping bags, boots and coats, granola bars, grocery gift cards, toilet paper, 
and food.  Staff and volunteers were grateful for these tangible items to share 
with guests.  Yet donors expressed intangible reasons for giving these and 
monetary gifts: ñMy brother died at Solvay Hospice Centeré I knew this 
would be a good way to do something positive in his name,ò and, ñThank you 
and the Gloria Dei community for doing what Jesus would do.ò  
 
ñTelling history through things is what museums are for,ò MacGregor says.  A 
church, however, is not a museum, or a building or a collection of objects, but 
the people of God, called and empowered by the Holy Spirit to be the body of 
Christ in the world.  Objects are needed for ministry, and yet they are not the 
main focus.  Through Godôs grace, we become part of the churchôs living his-
tory that stretches back through time but also continues to unfold today, in 
events that seek to convey the intangible through the tangible ï including this 
month in Intergenerational Sunday School (Jan 5), Affirmation of Baptism 
(Jan 12), hosting the community MLK interfaith worship service (Jan 19), 
Reconciling in Christ Sunday and conducting worship and a meal at Steve 
OôNeil Apartments on the same day as our Annual Meeting (Jan 26).   
    
As we begin this sesquicentennial year, my family and I thank God for the gift 
you are to us, and for the living history of ministry we share.   
 
See you in worship!   
+ Pastor David Carlson 

* NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING ðJAN 26, 2020 * The Annual Report 
includes reports from committees and ministries, nominations for Council, 
and the 2020 Budget. Finished reports will be ready to pick up a week or so 
before the  meeting, which will convene at 10:00 a.m. Sunday, January 26, 
and resume after worship.  Please read and bring your report to the meeting.   

Page  15 

JANUARY  BIRTHDAYS 

1 ~ Per Amundson 
3 ~ Scott Komarek 

   4 ~ Drew Anderson  
4 ~ Charles Ralph 
5 ~ Thomas Aitken 
5 ~ Paul Steklenski 
8 ~ Asher Hensel 
11 ~ Sandi Johnson 
11~ Gary Olson 
14 ~ Colleen Martin 
14 ~ Paul Uecker 

18 ~ Jason Hester 
18 ~ Nathan Winsett 
19 ~ Tim Raun 

20 ~ Shirley Sullwold 
25 ~ Oscar Velez-Crane 
26 ~ Connie Anderson 
29 ~ Myrna Matheson 
29 ~ Tom Uecker 
29 ~ Sam Winesett 
30 ~ Jean Starkey 

"Minnesota Interfaith Power and Light would like to extend joyous holi-
day wishes to the congregation of Gloria Dei Lutheran, for whom we are 
most grateful.   

This year you have not only given us a space to call our own in North-
ern Minnesota, but you've also been so wonderfully supportive in letting 
us utilize additional space in your beautiful new church for special meet-
ings and events.  Your historical and ongoing commitment to social jus-
tice in Duluth inspires us to keep faith and remain compassionate, even 
as we try to help people grapple with the immense challenge of climate 
change.   

MNIPL is looking forward to 2020 with gratitude for the chance to try to 
make a difference in our world, and with deep appreciation of the com-
munity partnerships we join in making that effort, such as we feel we 
have with Gloria Dei Lutheran.   

 

Fondest wishes and happiness to your congregation in 2020,  

 

your humble tenant, 

 

The Lake Superior Network of Minnesota Interfaith Power and Light" 


