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Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  
     ï from Eucharistic Prayers, ELW pp. 66-68 
                                       
From the Pastor 
 
Full circle. The procession that took place more than three years ago the 
weekend after our fire when a small group brought communion ware from the 
Gloria Dei building to Faith came full circle on a beautiful, crisp Palm Sunday 
morning when a group of 24 participated in a return walk for the first worship 
service in our rebuilt sanctuary, which coincided with the start of Holy Week. 
Along the way we stopped at several places to remember in prayer how dur-
ing our fire recovery and rebuilding we have not journeyed alone but have 
been accompanied through relationships of faith and generous solidarity. 
 
Lee Stuart, the Director of Chum, walked along with us, and Pastor Peter Ko-
witz, the Dean of the Lake Superior Conference, stayed for the opening pray-
er and posted a picture on the synod Facebook page. Thanks to those who 
led prayers with me Patti Maguire, Julie Jagim, Sue Anderson, Sherry 
Dalager, Journey Amundson; cross-bearers Ryan Jagim, Brett Amundson, 
and Paul Steklenski; banner carriers Laura Hoelter and Franny Bowles; and 
to all who participated. Our prayers highlighted Godôs gifts in relationship: 
 
+ At Faith - Gracious God, bless our journey this day with your presence, 
safety, and peace. We give you thanks for the people of Faith Lutheran and 
for the hospitality that enabled Gloria Deiôs worship and ministry to continue 
here during the past three years. We pray for those who have become part of 
Gloria Dei and for this new chapter in ministry we are all beginning together 
because of your grace. We also pray for those who have become part of oth-
er congregations, and those who are still searching for a church home.  
Strengthen our relationships that we may reflect the kind of hospitality you 
give, in Jesusô name. Amen. 
 
+ At Good Shepherd - Loving God, we thank you for the people of Lutheran 
Church of the Good Shepherd, founded by Gloria Dei members years ago, 
partners with us in the synod, bus mates in the National Youth Gathering, and 
rummage sale hosts for our rebuilding. We pray for their ministry in the 
Lakeside neighborhood, and their leadership in our Honduras companion syn-
od. Strengthen our relationships that we may listen to our local and global 
neighbors and seek to reflect your love in our ministries of accompaniment, in 
Jesusô name. Amen. 
 
+ At St. Paul Episcopal, near Loaves & Fishes and Temple Israel - Merciful 
Lord, we thank you for the people of St. Paul Episcopal, Loaves & Fishes, 
and Temple Israel, Unitarians and the Islamic Center, for ecumenical and in-
terfaith partners who have hosted fundraisers for our rebuilding, shown us 
solidarity, and who are among over 40 congregations with us involved Chum. 
Strengthen our relationships and help us to recognize the image of God in 
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every person we meet, looking beyond lines of division to recognize the com-
monality we share, especially for the sake of our social and ecological well 
being, in Jesusô name. Amen. 
 
+ At LSS Center for Changing Lives - Lord Jesus, you come among us as 
one who serves, and we thank you for the partnership we have with Lutheran 
Social Service, an outreach ministry Gloria Dei helped bring to this area and 
whose offices and programs we have housed, including Oh No Eighteen and 
Together for Youth. Bless all who live and work at this Center for Changing 
Lives, and strengthen our relationships, that we may live out your welcome 
and service to all in need, in Jesusô name. Amen. 
 
+ At First Lutheran & the Synod Office - We thank you, O God, for the people 
of First Lutheran who hosted a prayer vigil for Gloria Dei the day of our fire, 
and who share with us the same historical decades of ministry. We thank you 
also for Bishop Tom, Kathy and all synod staff, for Voyageurs Lutheran Min-
istries that will now be housed here, and for the support of so many congre-
gations and individuals throughout our synod and beyond who have shown 
us Godôs love and demonstrated to us the reality of the body of Christ in their 
prayers and generous solidarity. Strengthen our relationships that we may be 
willing partners of the synod and the ELCA, that we may reflect the unity of 
your mission, in Jesusô name. Amen. 
 
+ At Gloria Dei - We give you thanks, O God, that nothing can separate us 
from your love in Christ Jesus, that you meet us on our journey and provide 
what we need, and that through you new life is possible. Bless us as a con-
gregation, and strengthen our relationships, that Gloria Dei may again be 
rooted in ministry with and for this neighborhood and that here your saving 
gospel may be proclaimed and lived out in our worship, hospitality and ser-
vice, in Jesusô name. Amen. 
 
Strengthen our relationships. During a media interview that morning, this is 
what I mentioned when a reporter asked what I hoped for the future of Gloria 
Dei: that the Holy Spirit would enable our focus on relationships (with God, 
each other, and the community) to continue and deepen in this space that is 
newly equipped for worship, ministry, and outreach.  
 
The good news of Easter is that these relationships are renewed through 
Christôs death and resurrection. Forgiveness, reconciliation, new and eternal 
life are what we celebrate each Sunday at the Eucharist. There, we do so 
also in a fuller circle, with ñthe church on earth and the hosts of heaven,ò with 
ñearth and sea and all their creatures,ò and with ñall the witnesses of the res-
urrection.ò Thanks be to God for this inexpressible gift of grace. 
 
See you in worship!  
+ Pastor David Carlson  

2 ~ Marilyn Thomas 
3 ~ Kristen Hylenski 
3 ~ Janet Schramm 
4 ~ Kathy Wimer 
5 ~ April Riggio 
6 ~ Bryn Weberg 

11 ~ Stephanie Carlson 
12 ~ Doris DeGaetano 
15 ~ Maury Aaseng 
18 ~ Jessica Meehan 
19 ~ Eloise Pass 

20 ~ Martha Carlson 
21 ~ Andrew Ernst 
23 ~ David OôBrien 
23 ~ Maya Smith 
24 ~ Peggy Stevens 
25 ~ David Gangeness 
28 ~ Molly Weberg 
29 ~ Rachel Komarek 
29 ~ Neva Maly 
30~ Julie Ernst 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 

2019 NORTHEASTERN SYNOD ASSEMBLY, May 3-5 at the DECC 
�³�-�X�V�W���3�H�D�F�H�����$�F�F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�P�H�Q�W�² �'�R�L�Q�J���*�R�G�¶�V��
�0�L�V�V�L�R�Q���7�R�J�H�W�K�H�U�´ 
 

ñI  therefore,  the  prisoner  in  the  Lord,  beg  
you  to  lead  a  life  worthy  of  the calling  to  
which  you  have  been  called,  with  all  humility  
and  gentleness,  with patience,  bearing  with  
one  another  in  love,  making  every  effort  to  
maintain the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  
peace.  There  is  one  body  and  one  Spirit, just  
as  you  were  called  to  the  one  hope  of  your  
calling.ò  Ephesians  4:1-4  
 

THANK YOU for keeping all synod staff and voting members in 
your prayers, especially those who are part of Gloria Dei: 
+ Bishop Tom Aitken, synod staff Kathy Wimer, synod council repre-
sentative Patti Maguire, Gloria Dei voting members Julie & Andy Ernst, 
and Pastor Carlson. 
 

                                               +      +      + 
 

PASTOR IN WASHINGTON DC, Apr 29-May 2 - Bishops, ELCA staff 
and leaders will gather in D.C. for high-level involvement around the 
theme ñPrepared to Care: Our Advocacy in Light of Disasters Intensified 
by Climate Change.ò At the 2019 Convening, we will hear current trends 
and initiatives; be equipped to advocate on policies that address climate 
policy, disaster readiness, and disaster response; engage with our elect-
ed leaders during Congressional office visits on Capitol Hill; and live out 
the unique Lutheran contribution to public witness. Pastor Carlson will 
share about this ELCA Convening in Adult Forum on May 19. 
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